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„ FORMERLY KNOWN TO THE PUBLIC 


© By the LAME BEGCAR, 


o, for a long Time, ſwept the Way at 
Mews-gate,. Charing-croſs, 


CONTAINING, 


| xcequat of his being convicted and hung in 
Whains at Deal, in Rent, for the ſuppoſed -. 
WWurder of Mr Collins; his ſurpriſing recover 
er being executed; his voyage to the Weſt 
es; his being taken by the Spaniards, 
here he meets the identical Collins, whom. 
was ſuppoſed to have murdered ; the acci- 
ent that threw Mr Gwinett into the hands 
Pirates; his extraordinary adventures with. 
em, and being re-taken by the Spaniards, 
aby them condemned to the Gallies ; his 
| as taken and made a Slave of by the Alge- 
Ines, and, after fuffering many hardflups, his 
urn to England. | | 
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tinted by M. Angus, and Son, in the Side, Newcaſtle, 
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THE 
LIFE and ADVENTURES 
OF 


AMBROSE GWINETT:. 


Was born of reputable parents in the city of 
Canterbury, where my father living at the 
tign of the blue achor, dealt in flops, He had 
dut two children, a davghter and myſelf, and 
having given me a good ſchogl education, at the 
zwe of ſixteen. he bound me z2pprentice to Mr 
George Roberts, an attorney in aur town with 
whom I ſtaid four years and three quarters, to 
his great content, .ayd my own ſatisfaction. 
My filter being,eeme to woman's eſtate, had 
now been marrieddpaething more than a twelve 
month, to one Sawyer, a ſea-faring man, Who 
having got conſiderable prizes, my father alſo ,» 
giving bim 2001. with my ſiſter, quitted hie pros. 
ſeſſion, and ſet up a public houſe, within ties 
miles of the place of his nativity, which was 
Deal in the county of Kent: "# 
[ had frequent invitations to paſs a ſhort time 
with them; and in the autumn of the year 1709. 
having obtained my maſter's conſent for that 
purpole, I left the city of Cante:bury on foot on 
the wedneſday morning, being the 17th day of 
September ; but, through ſome unavoidable de- 
lays on the road, the evening was confiderably 
advanced before I reached Deal; and fo tired was 
I, being unuſed to that way of travelling that 
had my life depended upon it,. I could not have 
got fo far as my ſiſet's trat night, the living, a2 
have already ſaid, three 1giles beyondthat place. Þ 


- 
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At this time these was a great many of her 

Majeſty Queen Anu's thips laying in the hat- 
'bour, the Engiiſh being then at war with the 
French and the Spaniards: hetides which, I found 
this the day for holding the yearly fair; ſo that 
the town waz filled to thatedegrce, that a bed 
was not to be had for love nor money. I went 
D ſeeking a lodging from houſe io houſe to no pur- 
poſe, till Heing quite ſpent, I returned to the 
public-houſe where I had firſt made 1nquiry, 
deſiring leave to lit by their kitchen fire to ici 
inylelt til morning. 
F The publican and his wife where I put up, if 
=_ ppened, untoftunately for me, 10 be acquaint- gu 
ed with my brother and filter, and finding by my 17 
+ diſcourſe, that I was a relation of theirs and 


| Log to viſit them, the landlady preſently ſaid - 
Y Ahe would endeavour to get me to bed F and go- # 
TINS | out of the kitchen, ſhe quickly after called W . 
io a parlour that led from it. Here I ſaw, e. 
King by the fire-fide, a middle aged man in 2 He. 
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7 gown and cap, who was reckoning money ; 
at a table. Uncle, ſaid the woman as ſoon as 
U entered, this is a brother of our friend Mrs 
* he cannot get a bed any where, and is 
tired with his journey. You are the only one 
that les in this houſe alone, will you give bim 
part of yours” To this the man anſwered, 
that ſhe knew he had been out of order, that he 
had beed bled that day, and conſequently a bed- 
fellow could not be agreeable ; © However, ſaid 

-* he, rather than the young man ſhall fit up, 
he is welcome to ſleep with me.“ After this 
0 lat a while together, when, after putting his 
money into a canvas bag. into the pocket of his 
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rht-gown, he took the candle, and I follow- 
e him up to bed. wee * 
How. long 1 ſlept I cannot exactly determine, 
ut J e es it was about three o'clock in 
e morning, when I awaked with the cholic, 
tended with the moſt voilent griping ; I attri- 
utcd to ſome bacon and cabbage I had eaten 
at day for dinner, after which | drank alatfe 
raught of milk. I found my chum awake as 
ell as myſelf ; he aſked me what was the mat? 


inform: d him, and at the ſame time beg- 
7 el he would dire me to the neceflary. He 


d me, when I was down ſtairs I muſt turn t6 
ny right hand, and go ſtraight into the garden, 
the end of which jt was juſt oer the ſea 
But,” adds he, you may poffibly find ſome 
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/ Ifficulty in opening the door, the ſhing be 55 4 
eke which pulls up the latch, 1 will give 1980 

penknite, with which you may open it, the? 
N mall chink in the boa:ds * So ſaying, hep 


s band into his waillcoit pocket, ich hy 
zer him in the bed, and gave mie a middg 
ned pen-knite, | 127, 
[ hurried ol a few of my cloatlis, anden, 
own ſtairs; but I muſt obſetve to you, M 
aiping the pen-knye, to open the dogf of 
eceſſary according to his direction, a piece 
honey, which ſtuck between tlic blade and thes / 
dove of the handle, fell into my haad : 4 
ot examine whatir was, not indeed could I 
e there being then but very famt moon- ligt. 
d| put them together carcleſly into mypocket. "F 
| apprehend I ſtaid in the garden pretty hear | 
at an hour (for | was extremely ill and by over 
eating my ſelt with walking the preceeding Yay, 
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had brought on the piles, a diſorder 1 was ſub · 
ject to from my youth. Theſe ſet med triflingg 
5 circumſtances but afterwards turned out of in- f 
fine conſequence to me. W hen I returned to 
thezehamber, I was ſurprizes 4% fiod my bed 
fellow gone I called ſeveral times, but recivingIM" 
noanſwer, took it for granted he had withdrawn vl 
into ſome ad joining cloſet” for his private c. 
ons I ö theretore went to bed again and fel 
aft aſleep. >< | 4 
About fix o'clock I aroſe nobody yet bing" 
up in the houſe. be gentleman was not ye 
returned to bed, or it lie was, had gain left it 
* I dreft.myte!f with what haſte I could. being im 
patient to ſee my ſiſter: 2nd the reckoning be 
ing paid over-night I let myſelf out at the 


* o N = Sc © 
* * 9 1 Ci Y w 
* 7 N = = 8 3 

i IR Ll. _— YE 


Is — a. * 


. 


* 


Peet door. 
i will not trouble you with a relation of t 
Findnel with which my fiſter and her huſband ot 
_- xcccived me. We ſbreakfaſted together, and f 
£2: xe. might be about eleven o'clock-in th 
. oiendoon, when ſtanding at the door, my bro“ 
we ip-law being by my fide, we ſaw thre 


- .- horſemen galloping towards us. Soon as the 50 
ee vp thy ſtopt, and one of them lighting 7 
FR Avuddenfy.ſcized me by the collar, crying, * yo lf 


e kng's priſoner.” I defired to know m 
imme He ſaid I ſhould know that as ſoon a de 
came to Deal, where I muſt immediately g 


i : With them. | One of them told my brothe an 
wat the, night before I bad corimited a muide ha 
. . robbery. mY You th 
| 1 Reſiſſtance would have proved 28 vain 28 m th 
tears and: proteſtations of my innocence; in . 


word, a warrant was produced, and I was ca 
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ied back to deal, attendeed by three men; my 


tbe : f 
ng other, with another friend, accompanying us, 
no knew not what to ſayo! how to-comfort me. 
Being arrived in town | was immediately huf= 
4 Jed to the houſe where I had ſlept the preceed- 
ng ug night, the maſter of which was one of the 
vn W2cc men that came to apprehend me, though ' 
. Wo my firſt hurry I did not recolle& him. We 
ere met at the door by a crowd of people, 
wery one crying, Which is he?“ Which is 
elde?“ As ſoon as Tentered, I was accoſted by the 
yet jublican's wife in tears, O] curſed wretch, 
„hat haſt thou done ? Thou haſt murdered and 
obbed my poor dear uncle, and all through me 
„ehe put thee to lie with him; But where haſt 


mou hid his money? and what haſt thou done 
vith his body? Thou ſhalt be banged upon 2 
llows as high as a may- pole.“ My brother 
degged her to be pacified, and [ was taken into 
private room. They then began to queſtion 
ne as the woman had done, about where I had 
put the money, and how I had diſpoſed of tha 
body. I alked them what money and What 
nel ody they meant? They ſaid I bad killed the 

perſon 1 had lain with the preceeding night, -; 
ol '*r the fake of a large ſum I had ſeen with bim. 
mY} {c!] down upon my knees, calling God to wit- 
es I knew nothing of what they accuſed me. 
0 Then ſome- body cried, Carry him up ſtairs,” 
bend I was brought into the chamber where I 
had flept. Here the man of the houſe went to 

the bed, and turning down the cloaths, ſhewed 
ume theets, pillows and bolfter dyed in blood. 
ne aſked me did I know any thing of that. 
MF | Lecharci! to God 1 did not. Says a perſon that 


f N 8. )) 
was in the room, Voyng man, ſomething vet 
odd 'mult have happened beie laſt night; fo 
lying in the next chamber, I heard groaning, Min 
and going up and down ftairs more than oncWth 
or twice 1 told them the ciicumſtance of iI 
inels, and.tbat I had been up and down N 
ſelf, with all that peſſcd between my bedfello n. 
and me. Somebody propoſed to ſearch mene 
ſeveral began to turn my-pcckets inſide out Wea! 
and from my wailicoat tumbled. the pen- kniieWin 
and the piece of money | have already tucntionMylo 
ed, Upon fccing theſe the woman immediate 
ly ſcreamed out, O God! here is my uncle ie 
pen knife” Then taking up the; noney. and hun 
Calling the people about her. Here,“ ſaid ſhe Nc 
lis what puts the villian's guilt bevond a doubt Mio 
I can ſwear to this William and Mary's guinea Miro 
my uncle has bad it long by way ot pocket{Wec 
piece, and engraved the tult fetters of his namayſo | 
upon it.“ She then began to cty afreſn, WIe 
I could do nothing but to continue to cal 
heaven to witneſs that I was as innocent as ibetun 


child unborn. After this they took me dow be 


to the neceflary, and beie freth proots appeared \ 
— againit ma &bhe conſtable who bad never left 


8 hy p | F 7 w CY _ —— \ = \ ab 
= hy Fo —— le ff R = 4 1 1 _ l l S 
pd _ 2 0 6 5 1 1 5 Tt _ —_ *Y * 0 5 1 T LE 2 Y Y 9 => C d to 3..Y 4 = - 
= 5 _ * 1 * TY _ = —_ 5 7 ä 8 W 972 4 4 > wo =» WP Fl = o — - Y = = I: ol = —_— N : 3 q 
= = \ 4 Vi E "= ——_— a A =_ — 1 roy = * * LS — gs 4 _ * To _ 3 . P y al . 9 STA 
* N = Ag jj TR Y g "© bo” 1 7 AY ES * s * 8 T5 =_ = \ Wo RO 61 7 9 = 
| : n N „ : . P 
* — = _ 


me, perceiving blood upen the edges af the feat 
winch might probably procerd hom my beug 
troubleq with the hemorhoids the night betofe 
Here,“ laid he, * after having cut the throat 
he bas let the body down into the ſea.“ I his 
every body aſſented to immediately. Then laid 
the maſter of the houſe, it is in vain to look fe 
the body any further; for there was a ſpriuqg 
tide laſt night which cas ried it off. 

be contequence of ibeſe proceedings was 


4995 
n immediate examination b fore a juſtice ot 
ee peace; fer which | ſuſizred a long and 
porous impriſonment in the county town of 
1M Maidſtone, For ſometime, my taiher. my 
maſter, and my relations, were inclined to think 


ene inaocent, and in compliance with their 
it Mearneft requeſt, an advertiſement was publiſhed 
{Min the London Gazette repreſenting my de- 
nMplorable circumfiances, and offering a reward 
Jo any perſon who could grve tidings of Mr 
Richard Collins the name of the man I was 
d uppoſed to have murdered) either alive or dead: 
e No information, however, of any kind came 
% hand. At the affizes, therefore, I was 
a Mbrought to trial, 1 received ſentence to be car- 
tried in a cart the wedneſday fortnight following 
eo the town of Deal, and there 10 be hanged 
e efore the 1nn-keeper's door, where } had com- 
i itted the murder: after which I was to be 
be dung in chains within a little way of my bra- 
nMiber's houſe, 

eq Nothing could have ſupported me under this 
freadful} condemnation, but a conciouſneſs of 
ny not being gwity af the crime for which [ 
nt to ſurfer. My friends now began to con- 
ler my declaration of innocence as perfiftiiig 
Ih falſhovd, to the perdition of my foul ; many 
them diſcontinued their inquiries after me; 
ng thoſe few that ſtill came to viſit me, only 
me to urge me to a confeſſion; but I was re- 
ved | would never die with a lie in my mouth. 
The Monday now arrived before the fatal 
av, when an end was to be put to my miſeries. 
was called down into the court of the priſon, 
but L own [ was not a little thocked, when 1 


3 3 


found it wes to be taken meature of for the. 
3rons in which I was to be hung after execution 
fellow prifoner appeared before me in en 
lame woeful plight, (he had robbed the mail} 
F 
K 


and the ſmith was meaſuring him when I came 
down; while the gaoler, with as much calm 
neſs 28 if he had been ordering a pair of ſlay 
for his daughter, was giving directions in wha 
manner the irons ſhould be made, ſo as to ſu; 
port the man, who. was remarkable r and 


corpulent. w! 
Between this and the day of my execution 

I ſpent my time alone in prayer and meditation ie 
At length Wedneſday morning came, and about 
tix o'clock I was put into the cart; but ſu oe 
ſuch a day of wind, rain, and thunder, neveMhic 
blew out of the heavens : it purſued us all ti ie 
way; and when we arrived at Deal. it becamhn 
10 voilent, that the ſheriff and his officers, wi ] 
had not a dry ſtich upon them, could ſcarce Id 
the horſes ; for my own part, my mind (Gen 
help me! was with long agitation become yt 
unfeeling, that J was in a manner inſenſible H 
every object about me. I however heard tip 
-'theriff whiſper the exccutioner to make wi 7 
diſpatch he could, without the jezft emotion: 
and ſuffered him to tuck me up like a log Miu 


wood, unconcions of what he was doing. 
I can give no account of what I felt while Wir, 
was hanging, ſome thing for a little time aea 
peared about me like a blaze of fire; nor doo 
know how long | hung : no doubt but ee 
violence of the weather favourcd me greatly Wt t 


that circumſtance, What I am now going Whor 


tell you, I learn'd from my brother, which wi 


615 


that after having hung about half an hour, the 
beriff's officers all went off and I was cut down 
by the executioner; but when he came to put 
the irons upon me, it was found a miſtake had 
been made, and that the irons of another man, 
which were much too large for me, had been 
int inſtead of mine. This they retnedie@ as 
rell as they could, by ſtuffing rags between 
my body and the hoops that ſurounded it : after 
which I was taken according to my ſentence, 
Þ the place apointed, and hung upon a g1ÞÞit 
rhich was ready prepared. , , _. 
The cloth over my face being but ſlightly 
tied, and ſuffering no preſſure from the irons, 
rhich ſtood a great way from it, was, I lupp ie, 
bon diſpatched by.the wind which was ſtill very 
nolent, and probably its blowing on my, bare 
ce expedited my recovery; certain it is, that 
n this tremendous fituation I came to myſelf. 
It was, no doubt, a very great bleſſing, that 
did not immediately return ſo perfe:y to my 
ſenſes as to have a feeling of things about me; 
ot | had a ſort of recollection of what "had 
 izppencd, and in ſome meaſure was ſenile 
ere [ was. 3 
bre gibbet was placed at one corner of a 
ona common field where my tiſtef's cows 
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Wiſually ran; and it pleaſed God that about this 


ime, a lad, who took care of them, came to 
© Wirive them home for evening milking. The 
eatures which were feeding almoſt under me, 
rodogbt him near the gibbet, when ſtopping 
s ook on the melancholy ipeAacle, he percerv- 
td the cloth from off my face, and in the very 
doment he looked up, ſa v me open my Eyes 


* 
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and move my un er jaw. He immediately n 
home to inform the people at his maſter's A 
foR. they made ſome d fficulty to behieve hi 
Rory ; at lengih, however, my brother cam 
out, and by this time he got to the field, and 
was ſo much alive that my groans were ver 
audible, Sago 
It was new duſk. The firſt thing they 1 
„as a ladder. One of my brother's me 
„ and putting his hand to my ſtomach 
felt my heart beating very ftrongly. But it wat 
found impofible to detach me from the gibbe 
without cutting it down. A faw therefore w: 
got for th:t purpoſe. and in lefs than half a 
aur, having freed me from my irone, they po 
me, bled, and put into a warm bed in my bto 
wer's houſe. | 
„It is an amazing thing, that though vpward 
> of eight perſons were int; uſted with this tranſ 
©. action, and I remained three davs in the p'act 
after it happ-ned, not a creature Þetray'd the 
egret Early next morning it was known th? 
2 - the gibber was cut down, and jt 1mmediat*!; 
| occurred to every body that it was done by m1 
relations, in order to put a (} ght vail over the! 
own ſhame by burving the body. But wh: 
my brother was ſummoned to the Mayor 
Hovſe in order to be queſtioned, and he den'e 
- Knowing any thing ef the matter, little mor 
Vir was made about it; partly becauſe he we 
| © "greatly reſpeAed by the neighbouring gentle 
men, and in ſome meaſure perhaps becanſe 1 
was known that 1 continued to pe fi fron?) 
in being innocent of tho crime far which 
(eff:19 A 
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ed from an ignoinious death, if 1 may call my 
coming to life a delivery after all I had endured; 
but how was I to diſpoſe of my life, noc be 
regained it | to ftay in England was impoſſible, 
without again expoſing myſelf to the terrors of 
the law. In this dilemma, a fortunate circum- 
ſtance occurred. There had lain for ſome time 
at my brother's houſe, one or two of the prin- 
cipal oftcers of a privateer that was prepating 
for a cruiſe, and juſt then ready to ſail. The 
Captain kindly offered to take me aboard with 
him Lou may gueſs little d:fficulty was made 
on our fide to accept of ſuch a a propoſal; and 
proper neceſſaties being puickly provided for 


me, my ſiſter recommended me to the protection 
of God and the worthy commander, who moſt 


humanely rceerved ms as a fort of under aſſiſt- 
int to his ſteward. | 
We had been fix months out upon our crvite, 
having had but very indifferent fucceſs, when 
being upon the coaſt of Florida, then in the 
hands of the Spaniards, we unfortunately fell 
in with a ſquadron of their men of war, and 
bein: conſequently taken without ſtriking T 
ſtroke, we were all brought priſoners into tie 
harb ur of Havanna Ions really nowalmoſt 


weary of my life, and ſhouſd have been very glad 


b have ended it in the loa hlome dungeon; 
here with forty others of my nafortuna e 
Ountrymen, the enemy In: ſtowe] me: but 
ter thiee years cloſe conſine ment, we were let 
dat in order to be put oh hoard tranſports to 
de conve ved to P>nſvivania, and From hence 
o England. This, as you may Believe, was 
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Thus, then, was I moſt miraculouſly deliver- | 


codtracted a fort of intimacy ; and he not only 


by no. means agreeable. The coaſt had been 
infected with pirates, the moſt deſperate gaug 


veſſels did not fall into the Govornor's hands, 
and as conftanitly they were put under my care. 


witha guard of ioldiers tothe Gravernar's hoyle. 


( 214 ) 

a diſagreeable ſentence to me, taking it ſor 
granted, that a return home would be a return 
to the gallows. Being now a tolerable maſter 
of the Spaniſh language, I folicited very 
ſtrongly to be left behind; which, favour I 
obtained by means of the maſter of the priſon, 
with whom, during my confinement, I had 


took me into his houſe as my countrymen weite 

| but in a ſhort time procured me a. faiary 
om the Governor for being his deputy. 

Indeed at this particular time the office was 


of villians that can be imagined ; and there was 
ſcarce a month paſſed that one or other of their 


Once | very narrowly eſcaped being knocked 
on the head by one one of the ruſſians, and had 
the key wrefted from me ; another time I was 
ſhot at. Tis true in both cafes the perſons 
ſuffered for their attempt, and in the lau I 
thovht a little too cruelly ; for the feliow who 
let off the carrabine was not only put to the to- 
ture to confeſs his accomplices, but afterwards th 
broke upon the wheel, where he was 1: ft to th 
expire; the moſt ſhocking ſpectacle I ever > 
beheld with my eyes. 3 
J had been in my cfñce about threes months Ml f 
when a {hip arrived from Port Royal, another 


Spaniſh ſettlement on the coaſt, with nine 

'Engliſh prifoners on board LI was ſtanding in Ml © 

the fireet as the, were coming up from the port © 
Yn 
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that if any of them had a mind to walk about 


(. 18 ) 
| tkovght ſomething truck me in the face of 
one of the prifoners, that I had before been 
acquainted with. I could not ſtop them for us 
to ſpeak together; however in about an hour 
after, they were all brought down to priſon, 
there to be lodged till the governor ſignified his 
further pleaſure. 

As Toon as the creatures found I was an 
Engliſhman, they were extremely happy, even 
in their diſtreſſed ſituation, though indeed they 
were treated with lenity enough, and only ſent 
to the priſon, till a lodging could be provided 
for them: they having been in the courſe of 
the war made priſoners as well as mylelf, and 
men on their return home. 1 now hand an 
opportunity of taking notice of the man whoſe 
face I thought 1 knew, and I was more and 
more confirmed that I was nut-miſtaken.” In 
a word, | verily thought that this was the per- 
ſon tor whole ſuppoſed murder, | had ſuffered 
ſo much in E:gland - and the thought was ſo 
firong in my head that | couid not fleepa wink 
all night. | | 

In the morning after their arrival, I told them 


the town I would procure them petmiſſion and 
go along with them. Fnis man ſaid he would 
go, and jt was that I wiſhed. Three other 
priſoners that went along with us walked a 
little advance; I now ivok the opportunity, and 
locking in his face, Sir' faid 1. © wes you ever 
at Deal:“ | believe he, at an inſtant, bad ſome 
recollection of me; for, putting his hand upon 
my ſhoulder, tears burſt into his eyes, Sir, ſays 

+ if you wee and are the man I take you for 
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TE : 
you here ſee before you one of the moſt unfot- an 
tunate of human kind; Sit, is your neme Col. Min 
lins.?* He anſwered it wes. —* Richard Collins Mir. 
faid 1. He revlied, © Ves. — Then” faid % 
was hanged and gibbeied on your account 
in England.“ | pow 

After our mutual ſurprize was over, he made e 
me give him a circumftantial detail of every be 
thing that happened to me in England from ui 
the moment we parted. -I never ſaw any man C 
-_ expreſs ſuch Concern as he did, while I was 4 
purſuing my melancholy adventures; but when " 
'F came to the circumfrances of being hanged, Hor 
and afterwards hung in chains, I could hard- 
prevail upon him to believe my relation, till 
backed by the moſt ferious affertions, pro- Hao. 
nounced in the moſt fol-mn manner, When I iy 
had done, Well,” ſaid he, young, man,“ (forWn : 
J was then but in my tw*nry-fifth year ; Mr Wal 
Collins might be about forty-three) if you Wd): 


eident all my troub'es had bern brovght ahcut. 


my hand to my left arm, in which | had been 


have ſuſtained misfortunes upon my account, 
o not imagine (though I cannot lay them at 
your door) that I have been without my ſuffer- 
ings. God knows my heart, I am exceeding 
forry for the injuſtice that has been done vou 
bat the ways of Providence are unfearchable. 
He then proceeded to inform we by what ac— 


When you left mie in hee,” ſaid he, having 
at fir} awaked with an opprefiion | could not 
account for, I found mwviclf grow exceccing 
fick and weak; 1 did not know what was the 
matter; I groaned and ſigbed, and thought 
myſelf going to die; when sccidentiy, putting 
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fled the morning before, I found my ſhirt wet, and in 

dort that the bandage having flipped, the orifice was a- 
sia opened, and a great flux of blood iſſued. This 
MW inmediately accounted for the condition 1 found myſels 
"Wi. 1 thought however, I would not dſturb the family 
„Lich I knew had gone to bed very late. I therefore 
u uſlered all my ſtrength, and got up with my night- 
own looſe about me to go to a neighbouring barber 
vbo had bled me, in order to have the blood ſtopt and 
the bandage placed. He lived directly oppoſite to our 
touſe ;_ but when I-was crioſhng the way, in order to 
hock at his door, a band of, men armed with cutlaſſes 
ad hangers, came down the town, and ſeizing me 
turried me towards the beach. I begged and prayed; 
tut they ſoon ſilenced my cries. At brit IJ took them 
for a preſs g-pg of rufhans belonging to a privateer, on 
ard of which they immediately took mie. However, 
12 got thither, the loſs of blood occahoned me to 
- Wot away. The furgeon of the ſhip 1 ſuppole, tied up 
I Wy arm ; for when my ſeuſes returned, I found my ſelf 
r Wn a hammock, with ſomebody feeling my pulle. . T 
ted where I was; t.cy ſaid 1 was fate encugh. 1 
ud for my nightgown ; it was brought me; but of a 
„oenſiderable ſum of money that was in my pecyet of it 
t could get no account. I complained to the captain of 
„Fee violence het had been done me, 20d of the 10b! e 
bs me had committed; but being a brutiſh fellow, he 
awghed at my grief and told ne if 1 had loft any thing, 
WW ſhould foon have prize-moncy enough ta make me 
mends. In a word, not being able to help myleit, ;1 
ks obliged to ſubmit; and for three months they forced 
e to work before the maſt. In the end, ever, we 
ict with the *:me fate that you did. We were taken 
the Spaniards ; and by adventures paroliel to your 
un, you now ſee me tere, on my return to my native 
wuntry, whether if you will accompany me, I fall thirk 
elf extremely happy. : 
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There was nothing now to prevent my going to Egg. 
land; and a ſhip being to fail for Europe in eight or 
ten days, in it Mr Collins and I determined to embark, 
As ſoon as we returned home I went to my maſter, 
and told him my refolution ; he did not diſſuade me 
from it, chiefly, I ſuppoſe, becauſe it gave him an op- 
portunity of getting the little office I held, for a nephew 
of his, Who was lately come to live with him, to whom, 
the very ſame day I delivered up my truſt. And here 
the Providence of God was no leſs remarkable to me 
than in other particulars of my lifez; for the very ſame 
night, eight or ten pirates ho were in the priſon, waich- 
N ed the opportunity, while the young man was locking 
up the wards, to ſeize him, taking the keys from him, 
| »-after-having left him for dead; and before the alarm 
was ſufficiently giving, five of them made their eſcape, 
having as it was ſuppoſed, got off the coaſt by meant 
of piratical boats, which kept continuaRy hovering 
about. 8 ny 
I was the 15th day of November, 1712, that having 
made all my little preparations, I ſent my trunk on boat 
the Noſtra Senora, a merchant ſhip bound for Cadiz 
Michael Deronza maſter, The veſſel was to fail tha 
evening, and lay in the road three miles from the town 
About ſeven oclock in the evening, I being then ſitiin 
with Siguior Gaſper, my old friend and maſter, in th 
Portico to his houſe, a lad came up, and ſaid the bot 
had been waiting balf an hour for me at the port, al 
that my compamon Mr Collins, was already on board 
I ran to the houſe for a ſmall bundle, and only ſtaying! 
take leave of one or two of the family, made what h- 
N I could to the quay ; and when I arrived, I found ! 
1 boat had already put off, leaving word that I thou 
3 overtake them at a little bay beyond the town. I 
duſk was coming on. I ran along the ſhore, and, as 
;:agincd, ſoon had a ſight of the boat, to whic 
hallowed as loud as I was able, they anſwered, 3 
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ancdiately put about to take me in; but we had ſcarce 
gt fiſty yards from land when on looking about me for 
friend Mr Collins, I miſſed him; and then it was I 
und I had made a miſtake, and inſtead of getting on 
herd my own boat belonging to ſome of the pirates. 
[attempted to leap overboard, and ſhou!d eaſily have 
lam aſhore, but I was prevented by one of the crew, 
bo gave ine a ſtroke on the head, which immediately 
uid me ſenſeleſs ; and I found afterwards they miltook 
xe for one of their o n men, whom they had ſent to 
chaſe ſomething In the town. 65 
A more infernal crew than theſe pirates breathed not 
jon the face of the earth. Their whole lives were a 
tene of rapine and murder, which, when they had not 
v opportunity of committing upon wretches that fell 
pto their clouches, during their piratical purſuits, they 
ummited upon one another. During the time I re- 
matned with them, which was upwards of three years 
nd three quarters, there was no leis aſſaſſinations among 
temſelves. There was an uninhabited iſland, about 
velve leagues welt of the gulf of Mixica, which thoſe 
illians called Swallow iſland, from the great number of 
hoſe birds which harboured upon it. Here they had a 
tification ; and the place being rendered almoſt inac- 
kſable by rocks, except one little inlet, juſt large enough 
b admit a fingle veſſel, they defied the Spaniſh power. 
Their Captain was one Bryan Walſh an Iriſhman, 
whom I cannot help calling a moſt-execrable and bloody 
lan, though God Almighty put into his heart to be a 
ery good friend to me. When I was brought into the 
lip, and immediately after into the captain's cabin, the 
i: perſon that accoſted me was one of the fellows that 
ad broke out of priſon, and had formerly been under 
ly care. He knew me directly and without any more 
Ko, drawing out his hanger, aimed a ſtroke at me, which 
aling upon my neck, entered deep into the fleſh, and 
nult have unfallibly put an end to my life, had not the 
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great truſt, You would hardly credit me, was I to at 


give you an idea of it, Under ore ſhed, I mwyfelt recon 
bPive h) v * 


an avarape there could not be leſs in their cefiers that 
- two hundred thuuſand pounds (letling in ſpecie, b<(:4eWWitc 


to give you a detail of our manner of life, while I en 


5 200 


Captain prevented it, by raiſing his cane betwen him and 

me, which broke the force of the blow. From this mo 

ment he ſeemed to take me under his protection. A 

his own requeſt I gave him a hiſtory of my life, whicl 

aſtoniſhed him greatly; but notwithſtanding I pleaded 

hard to be ſet on ſhore again, he abſolutely refuſed ; an 

in ſpite of my entreaties to the contrary, brought me tc 

the iſland and fortification I have already mentioned 
where finding I could read and write, two qualification 

he wanted himſelf, he thought I might be of uſe to him 

I have alrerdy ſaid, that with theſe people, I remain 

ed upwards of three years; on land 1 ated as (lore 

keeper ; and at fea, as a fort of purſer to the ſhip. Iti 
to be obſerved, that there was always a ſufficient numbe 

of hands left on the iſlaud to man the fort, which wa 

ſo ſituated as effectually ro prevert the reproach of a 

enemy. Iadeed the office of ſtore-keeper was a place o 


tempt to tell you the immenſe riches thofe rubbers ba 
zmaſſed together. One article alone will be ſufficient! 


cd three thouſand eight bundred bales of Ei ſhliſh £009 
apd 1 gay ſaſely declare, that in other merchandize o 
almolt every kind, they fell nothirg behind ; and vpot 


a great quantity of gold in bars. 
The continbal terror that was on my mind while 
remained with theſe people, is not to be imagined; bu 


dured the worſt of bordage, wculd be tedious, becau! 
it had to vericty, and ſhocking to boot, as I was force 
to enter into their horrid ſchemes. TI ſhall oniy tell yo 
tha! in one of our ciuizes, having met with a Jamiac! 
ſhip, we boiſled out our black colours, and having board 
ed her, becauſe ſhe made ſome reſiſtance, and killed on 
cf our men, the captain ordered that the whole cre 
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u be maſſacred ; which wicked command was er- 
ed upon the maſter, five ſeamen, and a boy, in a man- 
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pout, which proved to be rum and ſugar, we ſcuttled 
hip, and returned to our fortification. 

tut ſee how the avenger of wicked deeds makes 
fruit of dur crimes our puniſhment, this cargo of rum, 
ch was of a kind not many degrees ſtort of aquafoitis, 
z drunk by the men with ſuch « fury, that in hitde 
e than three days, net a drop of it was left; and of 
compliment of eighteen men, {eyen abſolutely lot 
r lives by it, among which was the captain. 

| cannot but confeſs I had ſome attachment to this 
, becauſe he alway appeared particularly attached to 
when, therefore, I ſaw him lie ſenſeleſs oo the floor, 
-pored with this invernal liquor, I did every thiog 
ld to recover him, and ſo far fuccecded as to bring 
to his ſenſes; but the quantity he had drunk had 
med his bowels to a degree to be aſſwaged by no 
es, that was in my power to procure lim. He 
ſeized with intermitting convulhons, which, the 
day, carried him off: but about four hours before 
tied, he called to me, in preſence of all the men, 
(ood about him in the cabin, and defiring me to 
wa with pen and ink to draw his will, he left me 
heir to his ſhare of the booty, ſigning the paper 
his mark: which paper, through a ſeries of unheard 
fortunes, ] have preſerved in my culiody ever ſince. 
e burried the ceptain the next day, aud va infpec- 
and oy ion of the c;reaſue, I ſound myſeiſ worth 
gerably more than forty thouſand pounds fie; ling; 
perſuns now Fe malning in dur company were, 
0 Wright, Andrew Van Hootun, a Dutch-uman. 
inter, and myſ-lf the four principals. beides 
common men, to whom we rs ſignued hide thouſand 
ds a piece, Which we gave to esch ef then in 
Ks; nor did 1 obſerve any diſcontent among them 


before the cruel monller's eyes; then taking the 


wunt of the, bequett the capcain had nde tu me. 
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All my thouphts were immediately bent on getting g 
the Iſland to ſome of the Enpliſh ſettlements. 7 plain 
perceived. that my companions wanted to be again 9 
their old practiſes: but one davtalking upon the fubje 
of another cruize. I repreſented to them the danger wy 
uncomfortable ſituation we were ail in: thut we h. 
each of us a very ample fortune to ſupport us in, 
part of the world; i: was. therefore, wy advice, 1 
we ſhould immeriiotely put our treafin e on bord. wit 
as much of the merchandize as we could corvaien: 
carry off, and make the beſt of our way to ſama} 
where was no doubt but we ſhouid be well received, 

They agreed to the propeſal with more alacrity th 
T thovght chey would. Ve fell immedimely to wor 
and in two days were prepared to full But thong ; 
put 2 conſiderable quantity of bale goods on board, : 
quantity til in the warehouſe. was aſtoniſhing. 
warned the f: !liows of their repacity, and the danger 
deeply loading the ſhip, but they would nat give oz 
till ſhe could hold no more: and then the treaſu 
packed up in.chefts, each man's ſhare ſeperate to him 
we Put in the cabin. | 

We weighed anchor the 3d of Auguſt, and for thi 
days we hd excelent weather; but the fourth a (to 
began to threaten, and the ſymtoms {Hill encreaſing, 
midnight ſuch a war was raifed between heaven 
earth. as to that hour. I never was witneſs of. Ab 
three o'clock in the morning we were. obliged to h 
the ſhip too under her bare poles, and the fea ran ſo 
ceeding high thar we could keep no lights on ho 
though the night was ſo dark that we could ſcarce 
one anothe” at a quarter of a yard diſtance , the u 
Fill encreaſirg we (prung the mainmalt about fx 1 
from the deck. that nothing could ſave it. We 
began to feel the conſequence of roo deeply lading 
veſſel The firſt things we threw over board were 
guns. and as our caſe became more and mare deſper 
every thing followed! them nor exceptiug onr cheſt 
treaſure. Thus I was once more reduced to my o 
nal ftate of poverty. As daylight appeared the |! 

ated We then as well as we were able, ere 
jury-maſts ; and in about four hours managed, wit! 
greateſt difficulty, to get the veſfel under fail, 
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was now Landing behind the man at the wheel, 
b:ning againſt the mizen-maſt, retuning God thanks in 
yon mind for our amazing eſcape, when the boat- 
ſain came vp to me and (aid, Damme, Maſter Gwinett, 
on have brought us all into a pretty nole here; if it had 
ot been for you we ſhould not taken this trip, and loſt 
he ſubſtance we have been working for ſo mauy years; 
but you lop too, I effure you,” I zſked hiu what he 
meant ; he fyid he would let me ſee ; upon which he 
md two or tmee others of them that came behind him, 
tizing me by the nape of the neck, and the waiitband tf 
he breeches, forced me over the rails of the quarter | 
eck. and dropt me into the ſea. \ 

The ſhock of the fall, and the amaze I was in from 
þ unexpected an accident, almoſt bereaved me of my _- 
nſes : J endeavouret] however, to keep myſelf above 
ter as well as I could, though I had no manner of 
pes of ſaving my life My firſt attempt was to ſwim __ 
ter the ſhip; but finding that impracticable, I turned 
bout, and I believe might have ſwam about three qnar- 
ers of an hour, when being very faint and weak 1 began 
put up my laſt prayer to God and commit myſelf to 
e deep, but at that inſtant turning my heada little aſide, 
aw at a ſmall diſtance from me, what at firſt I took 
hr a barrel; but good Lord! what was my Joy and aſto- 
ment, when coming nearer it, I perceived it to be 
e of our Own boats, which had been waſhed overbcard 
he night before; and to complete my joy the oars were 
hed to the ſeat. Almoſt ſpent as I was I made a ſhift 
get into it; and here I ſaw myſelf freed in a mĩracu- 
ws manner from the fury of the waves; but at the 
me time I found myſelf in an open boat, at leaſt ſixty 
gues from any land, without a compaſs or any kind of 
buriſhment whatſoever, unleſs I might count ſuch 
ne tobacco I had in a hox in one of my uaiſtcoat 
vekets, and I believe in my conſcience, it fforded a nou- 
ment, that in a great meaſure helped to preſerve me. 
It was a very great bleffing for me, that moderate 
father followed the tempeſt, by which means I was 
abled to keep the boat tolerably ſleady, I could not 
leſs than thirty hours in this ſituation, when I was 
ken up by a Spaniſh carrack; for the ſame day that I 
tered the faip one of the men, while I was afleep, 
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des vp wy conthegamong the ſhrends rt» dry. in de 
> Ys w 


ie. emptied mypockets and finding ſevetul pajacrs relay 
"20 the pirates? affiirs, as ſooy us they arived in 
Royal Whether incy were buuud, they f:ized m 
one of the deſperate gang I mult ohr vg to you. 1 
when l firſt was taken into tho ſhip, I gave a falſe accy 
of myſeif; which caution was Myruin; for nowT 
| Fefliog the truth, and teln, them I had been fab 
into the pirate's ſervice. with alt that happend ty 
a-nong them my prevarications made thun ſuſpect 
' 4+, Vorucity, and I wa. kept tue years in priſon: when 
» what ineaus | know not, ſome of the wietches, u 
u hom left our Hind, havingbeed taken as pirates up 
ide Spsniſh coaſts in Europe an «der came ts bing 
oer to Cailizin old Spain, in order to he aun ( viden 
When lcame there. I was again confined. foi wi 
months : but at lepgth. when the pirates were brouy 
to their trial, inſtead of beiuꝝ made uſe uf as an evidet 
I found miyſelf treated as a delinquent, and wicht 
Others condemned to the galſies for liſe. 
I wruught on board thew for ſome years, When 
galley I belonged to was ordered to ſeu, ag.inſt an 
geringe rover that inftſted the coat: but iniiead of 
bee merwiththree of them. I he iſſue uf the engraf 
ment was fatal to us The greateſt purt of the cr 
Au ede killed, and the reſt taken prifoners, amoungit wh 
lat I was one, hating loft the leg which you fee 
= want, inthe action. | 7 
After this I paſſed a long and painful ſlavery in 
giers till. with wavy. other Ehgliſh' captives, I was 1 
leaſed, by agreement between the Dey of Algiers a 
his Hr itanhic Majelty's Agent. In the,zear 4793, [ 
turned to England. The first tling I did was 40.cnqe 
ufter my relations: but ſall thoſe . neareſt to me we 
' dead, and | faund J. Collins had never returoed hon 
to 1 ſuppoſed he died iu his paſſage... Though not an 
| man, { was ſo eufeebied with hardihips; that | 
unable to work : and being without aily manne 
ſupport, 1 could think of uo way of getting my li 
but by bepging. i 55 — | 
. oh TOTP 0+ 


| 
4 


K 
3 
| 


